
great leader in Jahja. I think we have a wonderful 
orchestra now, comparable to many of the best in 
the country, and perhaps the world.”
 Irwin is enthusiastic about the centennial 
season, particularly the Jacobs Masterworks series, 
which focuses on classical music, his personal 
favorite. In the fall, there were performances by 
flutist James Galway and at the centennial gala, 
the incomparable cellist, Yo-Yo Ma. 
 “There are more outstanding soloists coming,” 
Irwin says. “I’m really looking forward to the 
fundraiser with Lang Lang, which will take place 
in our home.”
 Ling, the Symphony’s conductor, is also 
enthusiastic about Lang’s visit.
 “Lang Lang is the best-known pianist in the 
world right now,” Ling says. “It’s very rare what 
he’s doing here, three different concerts over three 
nights: piano concerti by Beethoven, Schumann 

and Tchaikovsky” (Jan. 14-16). 
 The Jacobs Masterworks will also present 
Scottish virtuoso percussionist Dame Evelyn 
Glennie (April 8 and 10), “an amazing artist,” 
Ling says, “a little, petite lady who’s a tremendous 
percussionist.” Profoundly deaf since the age of 
12, “she plays barefoot,” Ling says, “feeling the 
music by vibration.”
 A January highlight is “Ax Plays Mozart,” 
featuring Emanuel Ax, widely considered one of 
the greatest pianists of the 21st century (Jan. 7-9). 
Like many of the guest artists this year, including 
Yo-Yo Ma, he’s an old friend of Ling’s. 
 “Manny Ax and I studied with the same 
teacher at Juilliard, the Polish-born Jewish pianist 
Mieczyslaw Munz,” says Ling, who still performs 
himself, and is married to accomplished concert 
pianist Jessie Chang. Ax is only one of Ling’s 
many Jewish connections.

 “In 1977,” Ling recalls fondly, “I went to Israel 
for the Arthur Rubenstein Piano Competition. 
I was not a U.S. citizen at the time, and Israel 
didn’t have relations with Indonesia. But music 
overcame the boundaries of race, religion and 
language. I was warmly received, and I won the 
bronze medal, which was presented to me by 
former Prime Minister Golda Meir. I still keep it 
on the top shelf of my office.” 
 A pair of Jewish siblings also performs as part 
of the Jacobs Masterworks series this celebratory 
season: pianist Orli Shaham plays Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto (March 11-13), and her brother Gil 
Shaham is the violinist for the last concert of the 
centennial: Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony (May 
27-29). 
 (There are two sets of siblings in the orchestra as 
well: cellist Marcia Bookstein and violist Dorothy 
Zeavin, both of whom joined the Symphony 
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L-R: Warren Kessler, the longest serving Symphony board member; cellist Yo-Yo Ma; Jahja Ling; 
and Irwin Jacobs, all at the Centennial Gala last month to kick off the Symphony’s 100th season.
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